
 

Notes on Contributors 

Patrick Barry is a clinical assistant professor of law at the Uni-
versity of Michigan Law School and a visiting lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Chicago Law School. He is the author of the books 
Notes on Nuance, Good with Words: Writing and Editing, and 
The Syntax of Sports. His articles have appeared in the Journal of 
Legal Education, Legal Communication & Rhetoric: JALWD, the 
Michigan Bar Journal, Perspectives, and the Scribes Journal. He 
frequently collaborates on cases with the Child Welfare Appellate 
Clinic and the Workers’ Rights Clinic. 

Megan E. Boyd is a lecturer of law at the Georgia State University 
College of Law. She coauthored the book Show, Don’t Tell: Legal 
Writing for the Real World, and has written numerous articles on 
legal writing. She maintains the Lady (Legal) Writer blog, which 
ABA Blawg has recognized as one of the nation’s best legal blogs. 
Before teaching, she served as a law clerk to Georgia Superior 
Court Judge Asha F. Jackson and worked as a litigator for an At-
lanta firm, where she cochaired the appellate-practice group. 

John G. Browning is a partner at Spencer Fane, in Dallas, with 
special expertise in technology and the law. He has authored or 
contributed to ten books and written hundreds of articles. He has 
appeared on television, radio, and podcasts, discussing social net-
working and the law, and has been quoted in The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, TIME magazine, Law360, the 
National Law Journal, the ABA Journal, and elsewhere. He is 
a four-time recipient of the Burton Award for Distinguished 
Achievement in Legal Writing. 

Mark Cooney is a professor and chairs the Research & Writing 
Department at Western Michigan University Cooley Law 
School. He is author of the book Sketches on Legal Style, which 
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collects many of his Michigan Bar Journal “Plain Language” col-
umns. His articles have appeared in The Green Bag, Legal Com-
munication & Rhetoric: JALWD, the Scribes Journal, Student 
Lawyer, TRIAL, and elsewhere. He was corecipient (with Joseph 
Kimble) of the 2018 ClearMark Award in the legal-documents 
category. 

Doug Coulson is an associate professor of English at Carnegie 
Mellon University and a former litigator. He is the author of 
Race, Nation, and Refuge: The Rhetoric of Race in Asian Ameri-
can Citizenship Cases, and his articles on legal rhetoric and writ-
ing have appeared in numerous journals, including the Yale 
Journal of Law and the Humanities and Legal Communication & 
Rhetoric: JALWD. He coauthored West’s Texas Practice Guide: 
Business and Commercial Litigation and authors updates to 
West’s Texas Business Litigation: Forms and Commentary. He 
would like to specially thank Terry Phelps and Susan Tanner for 
their helpful comments on his article. 

Michael B. Hyman is a justice for the Illinois Appellate Court’s 
First District. Before serving on the bench, he was a principal at 
Much Shelist, Chicago. He’s a past president of the Chicago Bar 
Association and the Illinois Judges Association. He has been edi-
tor in chief of the CBA Record for over 20 years and was editor 
of Litigation News and Litigation Docket. His articles have ap-
peared in The Judges’ Journal, Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, The 
Bencher, Illinois Bar Journal, and elsewhere. In 2019, Scribes 
awarded him the Joseph Kimble Distinguished Service Award. 

Joseph Kimble is a distinguished professor emeritus at Western 
Michigan University Cooley Law School. He is a two-time Bur-
ton Award winner for his contributions to the restyled Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure and Evidence. He has written three 
books: Lifting the Fog of Legalese; Writing for Dollars, Writing to 
Please; and Seeing Through Legalese. He’s senior editor of the 
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Scribes Journal and editor of the Michigan Bar Journal’s “Plain 
Language” column. He writes an editing column called “Red-
lines” for Judicature. He has also written a children’s book. 

Guha Krishnamurthi is an assistant professor of law at the South 
Texas College of Law and was previously a Climenko Fellow and 
lecturer on law at Harvard Law School. He has clerked for Justice 
Goodwin H. Liu of the California Supreme Court, Judge Andrea 
R. Wood of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois, and Judge Diane P. Wood of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Seventh Circuit. He was also a litigator at two California 
law firms. He is grateful to Charanya Krishnaswami, Alexandra 
Mushka, Jon Reidy, Michael Stephan, Susannah Barton Tobin, 
and Travis Wimberly for insightful comments and suggestions. 

Matthew R. Letson is a litigator with Lawson Creamer, in New 
Brunswick, Canada, where he focuses on appellate litigation and 
administrative law. He has been a guest lecturer on employment 
and labour law at the University of New Brunswick’s Saint John 
campus. He is a member of the Employment, Labour, and Ad-
ministrative Law Sections of the Canadian Bar Association and of 
the Atlantic Provinces Trial Lawyers Association. He has pre-
sented on trial and appellate advocacy, as well as on evidence, ex-
pert witnesses, and personal-injury law. 

David A. Marcello is executive director of The Public Law Cen-
ter at Tulane University, where he runs the Legislative and Ad-
ministrative Advocacy Clinics and teaches courses on legislation 
and agency rulemaking. The Center annually conducts a two-
week International Legislative Drafting Institute for hundreds of 
legislative drafters and legislators from across the globe. He has 
contributed to a legislative-drafting textbook, and his articles 
have appeared in the Tulane, Loyola, and Louisiana Law Re-
views; the Clarity Journal; The Urban Lawyer; and elsewhere. 
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Jery Payne is a senior attorney in the Colorado General Assem-
bly’s Office of Legislative Legal Services. He has drafted statutes 
for over two decades. He has authored dozens of articles on the 
legislature, law, and drafting, which have appeared in various pub-
lications, including Legislative Lawyer. He’s a regular speaker at 
national and international conferences on legislation and law re-
form. He has also been honored with the National Conference of 
State Legislatures’ Legislative Achievement Award. 

Brian C. Potts is an Indiana attorney who serves as a career law 
clerk to Judge Daniel A. Manion of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit. Before clerking for Judge Manion, he clerked 
for U.S. District Court Judge Joseph S. Van Bokkelen. He prac-
ticed in Texas, Illinois, and Indiana for about a decade before 
clerking. His articles appear in Transportation Law Journal, Crisis 
Magazine, Gilbert Magazine, Madison-St. Clair Record, and The 
Firm Inquiry. His poetry appears in the Scribes Journal and The 
Westchester Review. 

Diana J. Simon is an associate professor of legal writing and as-
sistant clinical professor of law at the University of Arizona’s 
James E. Rogers College of Law. Her works have appeared or are 
forthcoming in the Duquesne Law Review, Legal Communica-
tion & Rhetoric: JALWD, and elsewhere. She is managing editor 
of the Journal of Appellate Practice and Process and won the 
Global Legal Skills Award for scholarship on cross-cultural edu-
cation in 2019. Before teaching full time, she practiced for 23 
years, focusing on commercial litigation. 

Kelly VanBuskirk, Q.C., is a civil litigator with Lawson 
Creamer, in New Brunswick, Canada. He is an adjunct for the 
University of New Brunswick’s Faculty of Business and Faculty 
of Law. He authored the book Why Employees Sue: Rethinking 
Approaches to the Resolution of Employment Conflicts, and his 
articles have appeared in the Canadian Labour and Employment 
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Law Journal, the Canadian Mediation and Arbitration Journal, 
the Canadian Bar Review, the International Review of Human 
Rights Law, the Solicitor’s Journal, and Workplace Today maga-
zine. Kelly is thankful to Jason Gillan, a student intern who pro-
vided data-analysis support and useful comments on his project. 

Raymond P. Ward is an appellate specialist with Adams and 
Reese LLP, in New Orleans. He was a contributing author and 
one of four coeditors for the Defense Research Institute’s A De-
fense Lawyer’s Guide to Appellate Practice. He also wrote the 
Louisiana chapter for the American Bar Association’s Appellate 
Practice Compendium. He is a past chair of publications for the 
DRI’s Appellate Advocacy Committee and maintains Louisiana 
Civil Appeals, a blog devoted to Louisiana appellate practice. 


