
 

Notes on Contributors 

Patrick Barry is a clinical assistant professor of law at the Uni-
versity of Michigan Law School. He is the author of the forth-
coming books 21T21TGood with Words: Writing and Editing21T21T and 21T21TThe 
Syntax of Sports21T21T. Professor Barry has also written several aca-
demic articles on persuasion and frequently collaborates on cases 
with the Child Welfare Appellate Clinic and the Unemployment 
Insurance Clinic. 

Jill Barton is a professor of legal writing and lecturer in law at the 
University of Miami School of Law. She is a former appellate ju-
dicial clerk and an award-winning journalist. She coauthored 
The 21T21THandbook for the New Legal Writer21T21T, a comprehensive legal-
writing textbook for first-year law students. Her latest book is 38T38TSo 
Ordered: The Writer’s Guide for Aspiring Judges, Judicial Clerks, 
and Interns38T38T. 

Brad Charles is an associate professor of law at Western Michi-
gan University Cooley Law School. He is the author of Applying 
Law and the interactive online textbook Research the Law, and 
served on the Panel of Practitioner Contributors for the ninth edi-
tion of 21T21TBlack’s Law Dictionary21T21T. He is a former Executive Director 
of Scribes. 

Matt Keating has practiced law in England and Australia, and 
currently practices at Valenti Lawyers in Western Australia. He 
has a bachelor of laws and a master of laws from the Universities 
of Western Australia and Sydney, respectively. At the latter he 
was mentored by renowned plain-language advocate Peter Butt 
and was awarded the legal-theory prize and the graduating prize. 

Joseph Kimble is a distinguished professor emeritus at Western 
Michigan University Cooley Law School. He is senior editor 
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of The Scribes Journal and editor of the “Plain Language” column 
in the Michigan Bar Journal, and he writes an editing column 
called “Redlines” for Judicature. He is the author of Lifting the 
Fog of Legalese; Writing for Dollars, Writing to Please; and Seeing 
Through Legalese. 

Mary Massaron is a shareholder at Plunkett Cooney. She has 
handled or supervised over 400 appeals, including appeals in the 
Second, Third, Sixth, Seventh, and Ninth Circuits. She has 
chaired the ABA Standing Committee on Amicus Curiae Briefs 
and the ABA Council of Appellate Lawyers, and has published 
widely on appellate practice and legal writing. 

Thomas Myers is a problem-solving courts analyst for the Mich-
igan Supreme Court’s State Court Administrative Office. He is 
editor in chief of The Clarity Journal, the scholarly publication of 
Clarity International, and is an adjunct professor of scholarly 
writing at Western Michigan University Cooley Law School. 

Jery Payne is a senior attorney in the Colorado General Assem-
bly’s Office of Legislative Legal Services. He has drafted statutes 
for almost two decades, and his articles on the legislature, law, and 
drafting have appeared in various publications, including Legisla-
tive Lawyer. He’s been a speaker at national and international 
conferences on legislation and law reform. 

Meg Penrose is a professor of law at Texas A&M University 
School of Law. She has worked for two federal judges and has 
published widely on constitutional law, especially on issues con-
cerning the First Amendment, social media, same-sex mar-
riage/divorce, criminal procedure, and, most recently, the Su-
preme Court Justices themselves. 

Rachel H. Smith is a professor of legal writing at St. John’s Uni-
versity School of Law. She is the author of 21T21TThe Legal Writing 
Survival Guide21T21T and a coauthor of The 21T21THandbook for the New 
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Legal Writer 21T21T. She received an Association of Legal Writing Di-
rectors teaching grant to produce her Perk Up Your Pens podcast 
series and has presented on legal writing at national conferences. 

Beth Hirschfelder Wilensky is a clinical professor of law at the 
University of Michigan Law School. Her articles on legal writing 
have appeared in various publications, including Legal Commu-
nication & Rhetoric: JALWD. Before teaching, she was a litigator 
at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP, in Washington, D.C. 
In law school, she was articles editor for the Harvard Journal on 
Legislation. 
 


