
A Gallery of Cartoons

on Lawyers and Their Language

In the summer of 1992, the editors decided to do something novel
for a law journal: publish a collection of the best cartoons that
satirize legal language. On our own, we gathered more than two
dozen, and then Peg James, of the Continuing Legal Education
Society of British Columbia, generously sent nearly 50 more.

We were surprised by the number of cartoonists who have
taken aim at lawyers and their words. In the pages that follow are
the editors' favorites.

Humor and legal language, of course, are hardly synonymous.
Indeed, some would describe legal language as the exact opposite of
humor - dry, solemn, and tedious. As the legal humorist Daniel
R. White points out, "Psychologists employing word-association
tests have established that 'humor' is among the very last words in
the English language to spring to the average primate's mind upon
hearing the word lawyer."'

But lawyers' uses of language - and legalese in particular - are
favorite topics for humorists, including cartoonists. Why? Because
lawyers use language for so many-ignoble purposes:

* to obscure logic;

* to badger opponents;

* to intimidate nonlawyers; and

* to say nothing while assuming an air of grave
importance.

Thus cartoonists garner laughs by depicting lawyers who transform
even bedtime prayers and holiday greetings into gobbledegook.

1 Daniel R. White, Introduction, TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS iii (Daniel

R. White ed., 1989).
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Are the depictions fair? In a sense, the answer doesn't matter
because they reflect public perceptions. So, if nothing else, the
gallery suggests just how serious an issue linguistic reform must be
in any effort to improve the profession's image.

-A. Darby Dickerson
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"Oh, pardon me, Mi: Leacoch. Did I lapse into legalese?."

Reprinted with the permission of Law Office Management.
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"Now, now, Ruffy, if you'll spare me the threats

Ill spare you the legal jargon."

Drawing by C. Barsotti. 01992 The New Yorker Magazine, Inc. Reprinted with
permission.
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Reprinted with the permission of Tribune Media Services.
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01993 Steve Rushing. Reprinted with permission.
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The Mind's Eyebeam 01986 by Sam Hurt. Reprinted with permission.
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"Could you read that last rule change
back to me, Helen? I'm afraid I almost
understood it."

01992 Los Angeles Times Syndicate. Reprinted with permission.
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Reprinted with the permission of Tribune Media Services.
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Illustration by Mari Stein. Reprinted with permission. Originally from

RALPH WARNER & ToNI IHARA, 29 REASONS NOT TO GO TO LAW

SCHOOL, Nolo Press, Berkeley, CA (3d ed. 1988).
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Pepper... and Salt

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

"As far as I can tell, he's out to lunch."

From the WALL STREET JOURNAL. Reprinted with the permission of Cartoon
Features Syndicate.
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Herman 01990 Jim Unger. Reprinted with the permission of Universal Press
Syndicate.
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01989 Washington Post Writers Group. Reprinted with permission.
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"'Season's Greetings' looks O.K to me. Let's run it
by the legal department."

Drawing by M. Twohy. 01992 The New Yorker Magazine, Inc. Reprinted with
permission.
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Duffy 01990 Universal Press Syndicate. Reprinted with permission. All rights
reserved.

1992



1992 The Scribes Journal of Legal Writing

Reprinted with the permission of Johnny Hart & Creators Syndicate, Inc.
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01993 Steve Rushing. Reprinted with permission.
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THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON

"So, then ... Would that be 'us the people' or
'we the people?'"

Drawing by Gary Larson. Reprinted with the permission of Chronicle Features, San
Francisco, CA. All rights reserved.
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